SCORING for the Berger HIV Stigma Scale and Subscales

1)
Items are scored as follows:

strongly disagree = 1

  disagree = 2

       agree = 3

     strongly agree = 4.

If a subject selects a response in between two options (e.g.: between SD and D), a numerical value midway between the two options would be used (e.g.: 1.5).

2)
Two items are reverse-scored:  items 8 and 21.

3)
After reversing these two items, each scale or subscale’s score is calculated by simply


adding up the raw values of the items belonging to that scale or subscale.  Subscale designations appear in small print in the far right margin of the instrument;  it may be desirable to cover or delete those numbers before reproducing the instrument for administration to subjects.  Sixteen items belong to more than one subscale, reflecting the intercorrelations of the factors on which the subscales are based. 

4)
The range of possible scores depends on the number of items in the scale.  For the total 


HIV Stigma Scale, scores can range from 40 to 160 [1 x 40 items to 4 x 40 items].   For 


the personalized stigma subscale, scores can range from 18 to 72.  For the disclosure 


subscale, scores can range from 10 to 40.  For the negative self-image subscale, scores 


can range from 13 to 52.  For the public attitudes subscale, scores can range from 20 to 


80.

